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CONGRESSIONAL  SCOREBOARD 

Congressional  activity  is  reaching  its  annual  peak.  July  7  the  President  vetoed  a  $1.4  billion  omnibus  housing 
bill  as  “excessive.”  He  has  also  rapped  Congress  for  being  unduly  generous  in  appropriating  funds  for  public 
works.  During  the  fiscal  year  which  ended  June  30  the  Government  chalked  up  a  record  peacetime  deficit  of 
$12.5  billion.  •  Some  concern  is  being  expressed  for  minority  rights.  The  Senate  has  passed  a  home  rule 
bill  for  the  District  of  Columbia.  A  bill  authorizing  the  Public  Health  Service  to  provide  pure  water  and  waste 
disposal  facilities  on  Indian  reservations  has  been  sent  to  the  President.  The  Senate  voted  49-42  July  23  not  to 
delete  the  loyalty  oath  requirements  from  the  National  Defense  Education  Act.  A  proposal  to  abolish  the  death 
penalty  for  Federal  crimes  has  been  referred  to  a  House  Judiciary  Subcommittee.  •  Although  most  anti-Su- 
preme  Court  bills  are  moving  slowly,  the  House  voted  262-138  to  reverse  the  1957  Mallory  decision. 

DEADLINE  PASSES:  ALLIES  TO  GET  A-WEAPONRY 


The  60  day  waiting  period  during  which  Congress  had 
an  opportunity  to  disapprove  agreements  to  transfer 
nuclear  weapons  systems  and  information  to  6  nations 
passed  on  July  18  and  25  without  Congressional  action. 
West  Germany,  Turkey,  Netherlands,  France,  Canada 
and  Great  Britain  will  now  receive  this  material  and 
information.  The  agreement  with  Greece  will  go  into 
effect  August  10. 

There  has  been  no  House  or  Senate  vote,  almost  no 
floor  discussion,  and  little  understanding  in  Congress 
or  the  public  of  their  contents. 

A  small  group  of  House  members  made  a  valiant  but 
unsuccessful  effort  to  obtain  full  discussion  and  a  vote 
on  the  agreements.  Eight  introduced  resolutions  dis¬ 
approving  the  agreements:  William  H.  Meyer  (Vt.), 
George  S.  McGovern  (S.Dak.),  Byron  Johnson  (Colo.), 
Leonard  G.  Wolf  (la.),  Roy  W.  Wier  (Minn.),  Randall 
S.  Harmon  (Ind.)  opposed  all  seven.  Clement  W. 
.Miller  (Calif.)  opposed  all  except  the  British  agree¬ 
ment.  Edith  Green  ( Ore. )  opposed  all  except  the  British 
and  Canadian  agreements. 

After  the  Joint  Committee  on  Atomic  Energy  reported 
favorably  on  the  agreements,  the  Rules  Committee  and 
Speaker  Sam  Rayburn  refused  to  allow  a  House  vote 
on  the  issue.  Frank  Kowalski  (Conn.)  said  that  as 
'‘‘‘military  governor  of  Japan,  having  the  responsibility 
for  rebuilding  Hiroshima,  and  also  having  witnessed 
atom-bomb  explosions  in  our  desert,  /  deplore  the  ter¬ 
rible  step  we  are  taking  to  disperse  these  horrible 
weapons  throughout  the  world.  .  . 


Byron  Johnson  commented :  “Many  years  ago  President 
Roosevelt  said:  *lf  war  comes  it  will  not  come  because 
we  jumped  into  it,  but  it  will  be  the  result  of  day  by 
day  decisions.^  We  are  at  that  point,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
we  are  making  some  of  those  day  by  day  decisions.’* 

Two  days  open  hearings  were  held  July  1  and  2.  Clar¬ 
ence  E.  Pickett  testified  for  FCNL  opposing  the  a^ee- 
ments.  Spokesmen  from  the  Federation  of  American 
Scientists,  Jewish  Peace  Fellowship,  National  Commit¬ 
tee  for  a  Sane  Nuclear  Policy,  and  Women’s  Interna¬ 
tional  League  for  Peace  and  Freedom  also  appeared. 
No  witnesses  from  farm,  labor,  business  and  civic 
groups  testified  on  the  far-reaching  decision  to  spread 
nuclear  weapons  knowledge  to  NATO  countries. 

Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey  raised  a  number  of  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  agreements.  But  he  finally  supported 
them  while  acknowledging  that  they  accelerate  prep¬ 
arations  for  nuclear  war.  Senators  Wayne  Morse 
(Ore.)  and  Frank  Church  (Idaho)  were  the  only  other 
Senators  to  express  misgivings  on  the  Senate  floor. 
Senator  Morse  said:  “/  am  far  from  convinced  that 
we  are  very  much  different  from  Russia  in  respect  to 
what  is  being  done  in  creating  a  great  danger  of  a 
nuclear  war.  ...  a  nuclear  war  is  immoral  and  un- 
Christian.” 

Concerned  persons  should  continue  to  question  the 
wisdom  of  this  policy.  The  agreements  must  still  be 
implemented,  probably  from  foreign  military  aid  funds. 
Additional  agreements  are  expected  with  other  nations. 
The  Administration  may  ask  Congress  next  year  for 
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authority  to  transfer  the  nuclear  warheads  to  other 
nations.  The  present  agreements  transfer  the  devices 
to  attach  A-bombs  to  planes  and  missiles  plus  infor¬ 
mation  on  use  of  the  weapons. 


TAXPAYER’S  WISHES 

According  to  Senator  Dennis  Chavez  (N.M.),  floor 
manager  of  the  Defense  Department  appropriation  bill, 
the  American  taxpayer  “asks  only  that  his  dollar  buy 
him,  his  family  and  his  country,  military  security.” 

As  a  down  payment,  the  Senate  has  just  voted  90-0  to 
give  the  Department  $39.6  billion  for  the  year  ending 
.June  30,  1960.  Additional  billions  will  be  allocated  to 
atomic  weapons,  military  construction,  military  foreign 
aid,  and  stockpiling. 

What  Will  the  $39.6  Billion  Buy? 

Manpower,  or  the  services  of  over  2,500,000  members 
of  the  Armed  Forces,  backed  up  by  more  than  a  mil¬ 
lion  reservists  and  another  million  civilian  employees. 

Equipment,  the  maintenance  and  or  construction  of 
864  ships  and  34,000  airplanes  plus  tanks,  guns,  etc. 

Missiles,  more  than  $5  billion  will  be  spent  on  missile 
development  and  procurement. 

Chemical,  Itutlopical,  Radiological  W'eapons.  At  least 
$79  million  will  be  spent  on  these  agents.  According 
to  witnesses,  “we  are  giving  increased  attention”  to 
incapacitating  agents  which  may  “cause  physiological 
blindness,  convulsions,  paralysis,  rigidity.  .  .  .” 

Is  This  Security? 

"The  $40  billion  we  spend  annually,  again  and  again 
and  again,  does  not  protect  the  people’s  lives  if  war 
occurs  behind  our  borders.  Let  us  keep  that  factor  in 
mind,”  Chet  Holifield  told  the  House  July  15. 

The  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  is  alarmed  by 
the  “dangers  attending  the  storage  of  atomic  warheads 
in  urban  areas;  and  the  results  that  might  be  expected 
by  the  detonation  of  these  warheads  over  the  defended 
populated  areas.” 


Costs  of  Military  ^^Security^^ 

U  asietl  Material.  According  to  W.  J.  McNeil,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Defense,  about  $7  to  $10  billion  of  surplus 
materials  must  be  disposed  of  each  year  “if  inventories 
are  to  be  kept  reasonably  ‘clean’.” 


October  31  Approaches 

October  31  the  year-long  test  ban  which  the  Pres¬ 
ident  announced  last  August  will  expire.  Pressures 
to  resume  testing  are  mounting  in  the  AEC  and 
('ongress.  The  public  must  again  speak  out.  Ne¬ 
gotiators  at  Geneva  have  made  substantial  prog¬ 
ress  toward  a  treaty  to  end  nuclear  weapons  tests, 
though  difficult  problems  remain. 


L 


“Say,  If  We  Don’t  Get  Started  Pretty  Soon  —  ” 


HERBLOCK  in 
The  Washington  Post 


n  astefl  Land.  As  of  June  30,  1958,  the  military  de¬ 
partments  controlled  approximately  32.5  million  acres 
throughout  the  world.  This  land,  together  with  im¬ 
provements,  originally  cost  $26.9  billion. 

Wastetl  Talents.  These  vast  human  efforts  and  re¬ 
sources  ought  to  be  freed  to  work  on  education,  health, 
slum  clearance,  housing  and  other  programs  to  benefit 
man,  not  to  prepare  for  his  destruction. 


NEW  DRIVE  FOR  SHELTERS 

Representative  Chet  Holifield,  Chairman  of  the  Atomic 
Energy  Subcommittee  on  Radiation,  told  the  House  on 
July  15  that  recent  hearings  on  the  effects  of  nuclear 
war  “underscored”  the  need  for  a  Federal  civil  defense 
program  costing  about  $17.5  billion. 

Governor  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller  has  advocated  a  com¬ 
pulsory  shelter  program  for  New  York  State. 

These  civil  defense  proposals  seem  “feasible”  because 
the  Congressional  hearings  postulated  only  a  “limited” 
nuclear  attack.  There  has  been  no  discussion  of  the 
effectiveness  of  these  proposals  in  an  all-out  attack 
which  could  be  five  times  as  great,  according  to 
informed  sources. 
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Write  for  FCNL’s  statement  on  civil  defense  which 
concludes  that  we  “should  use  our  time,  energies  and 
resources  to  prevent  the  bombs  from  falling  and  to 
build  the  conditions  of  lasting  peace.  This  is  our  only 
real  defense.” 
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CHANGING  AID  EMPHASIS 

Congress  has  completed  action  on  the  Mutual  Security 
authorization  bill.  The  final  sum  of  $3.55  billion  is 
S353  million  less  than  the  $3.9  billion  asked  by  the 
President.  An  appropriation  bill  must  now  be  passed. 
It  will  likely  be  less  than  the  amount  authorized. 

Here  is  a  breakdown  of  foreign  aid  funds  as  compared 
with  last  year’s  authorization  (in  millions): 


1958 

1959 

Military  Assistance  .  _ 

$1,605.0 

$1,400.0 

Defense  Support  _ 

810.0 

751.0 

Development  Loan  Fund  _ 

625.0 

700.0 

Technical  Assistance 

fU.S.,  UN,  OAS) 

171.5 

211.0 

Special  Assistance _ 

202.5 

247.5 

President’s  ontingency  Fund 

155.0 

155.0 

Other  Programs _  _ 

87.4 

91.7 

Total _ 

$3,656.4 

$3,556.2 

Some  Trends  in  Foreign 

Aid  Program 

Military  aid  cut.  Congressional  skepticism  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  assistance  program  is  reflected  in  its  cuts  in  mili¬ 
tary  aid  and  defense  support  and  restrictions  on  such 
aid  to  Latin  America  and  underdeveloped  countries. 

Military  and  economic  aid  separated.  For  the  next  two 
years  military  aid  will  be  a  part  of  the  Defense  Depart¬ 
ment  budget.  “Defense  support,”  which  is  economic  aid 
to  allies  to  enable  them  to  divert  more  funds  to  their 
armed  services,  is  classed  as  economic  aid  and  will 
remain  in  the  Mutual  Security  budget.  The  Senate 
Foreign  Relations  and  House  Foreign  Affairs  Commit¬ 
tees  will  continue  to  review  the  military  aid  program. 

Economic  aid  supported.  Congress  authorized  the 
sums  the  President  requested  for  the  Development 
Loan  Fund  and  technical  assistance.  In  partial  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  necessity  for  a  longer  range  program,  $1.1 
billion  was  also  authorized  for  the  DLF  for  next  year, 
although  the  President  has  asked  for  only  one  year’s 
funds.  This  two  year,  $1.8  billion  program  is  a  far 
cry  from  the  five  year,  $5  billion  lending  authority 
proposed  by  Senator  Fulbright.  He  was  provoked  to 
remark:  “IFe  are  not  bankrupt,  hut  we  do  look  as  if 


Public  Relations 
Versus  Disarmament  Research 

The  Senate  on  July  14  approved  the  gum  of  82.4 
million  for  “legislative  liaison^^  hy  the  Department 
of  Defense  in  1960.  Simultaneously,  it  rejected 
Senator  Humphrey’s  second  attempt  to  provide  the 
Departments  of  State  and  Defense  with  8500,000 
for  technical  and  scientific  studies  of  armaments 
reduction  and  control. 


we  are  determined  to  end  up  the  richest,  fattest,  most 
smuf(  and  complacent  people  who  ever  failed  to  meet 
the  test  of  survival.  In  air-conditioned  and  air-suspen- 
sioned  splendor,  we  may  be  heading  for  the  last 
roundup.’^ 

VN  Technical  Assistance  supported.  Congress  approved 
including  assessed  and  audited  local  costs  in  comput¬ 
ing  the  United  States  percentage  contribution  to  the 
UN  Technical  Assistance  Program.  This  will  mean  ap¬ 
proximately  $1.2  million  annual  increase  in  U.S.  sup¬ 
port  for  this  important  program.  FCNL  led  efforts  to 
have  such  costs  included. 

A  Senate  move  to  reduce  the  U.S.  percentage  support 
for  UN  Technical  Assistance  from  40%  to  39%  was 
turned  back.  The  figure  remains  at  40%  as  urged  by 
FCNL  and  6  other  national  organizations  in  a  tele¬ 
gram  to  House  conferees  on  July  13. 

Inter- American  Development  Bank 

July  15,  the  Senate  agreed  to  United  States  participa¬ 
tion  in  this  new  bank,  which  will  help  finance  economic 
growth  in  Latin  America.  Latin  countries  will  con¬ 
tribute  55%  of  the  Bank’s  $1  billion  resources  and 
have  major  responsibility  for  its  operations. 

The  House  is  expected  to  act  on  this  proposal  soon. 

FOOD  AND  ECONOMIC  GROWTH 

Three  Congressional  committees  have  been  considering 
proposals  for  greater  use  of  agricultural  surpluses  in 
feeding  and  clothing  the  hungry  and  raising  living 
standards  around  the  world. 

The  Humphrey  Food  for  Peace  bill,  S.  1711,  and  similar 
measures  would  extend  present  disposal  programs  until 
July  1964.  These  programs  are  incorporated  in  Public 
Law  480  which  authorizes  the  sale  of  surplus  commod¬ 
ities  for  foreign  currencies  and  emergency  assistance 
to  friendly  peoples  suffering  from  famine  or  other  ca¬ 
tastrophes.  (The  person-to-person  aid  administered 
by  voluntary  agencies  has  an  indefinite  authorization 
under  P.L.  480.) 

S.  1711  would  also  establish  a  Peace  Food  Administra¬ 
tion  to  oversee  this  sprawling  distribution  program; 
authorize  the  President  to  sell  commodities  to  friendly 
nations  on  credit;  or  give  supplies  to  food  deficit  areas 
wishing  to  build  up  food  reserves.  Raymond  Wilson 
supported  the  main  objectives  of  this  bill  in  testimony 
before  the  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee,  July  8. 

,  He  urged  even  greater  efforts  to  use  food  and  fiber  to 
promote  economic  development  of  underprivileged 
areas.  The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  ex¬ 
pects  to  report  S.  1711  before  the  end  of  July.  Similar 
bills  are  being  considered  by  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee. 

July  15,  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  reported 
S.  1748,  which  would  extend  the  provisions  of  P.L.  480 
for  one  year  only. 
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WHO  SHOULD  RECEIVE  PASSPORTS? 

The  Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee  heard  testi¬ 
mony  on  pending  passport  bills,  July  13.  There  have 
been  few  restrictions  since  June  1958  when  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court  in  the  Kent  case  held  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  regulations  were  not  authorized  by  law, 

•  Senator  Humphrey  and  6  others  in  their  “right  to 
travel”  bill  (S.  806)  would  only  deny  passports  during 
wartime  or  when  applicants  are  under  indictment  or 
sentence  for  commission  of  a  felony.  The  President 
would  not  be  allowed  to  prevent  peacetime  travel  to 
such  areas  as  China. 

•  Senator  J.  W,  Fulbright  (Ark.)  (S.  2287)  would 
also  deny  passports  to  citizens  who  owe  the  government 
money  for  previous  transportation  back  to  the  United 
States  and  to  persons  who  might  endanger  national 
security  when  abroad.  The  President  could  foreclose 
travel  to  an  area  for  a  year  but  thereafter  the  ban 
would  need  Congressional  approval.  This  bill  gives 
the  applicant  the  right  to  see  all  evidence  against  him 
and  cross-examine  accusers. 

•  Senator  Alexander  Wiley  (Wis.)  (S.  2315)  would 
deny  passports  to  persons  trying  to  escape  criminal 
prosecution  or  when  there  are  substantial  grounds  for 
believing  that  a  person  is  knowingly  engaged  in  fur¬ 
thering  the  international  Communist  movement.  The 
Wiley  bill  would  continue  present  restrictions  on  travel 
to  China,  now  being  challenged  in  the  courts. 

Restrictive  bills  by  Senator  James  O.  Eastland  (Miss.) 
(S.  1303)  and  Karl  Mundt  (S.Dak.)  (S.  2095)  are 
pending  before  other  Committees.  Write  Senator  Ful¬ 
bright  for  a  detailed  “comparison  of  passport  bills  be¬ 
fore  the  Senate.” 

State  Department  officials  supported  the  Wiley  bill. 
The  FCNL  and  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
have  supported  the  Humphrey  bill. 


SKELETONS  AND  GRAVEYARDS 

The  usual  parliamentary  jockeying  is  in  process  over 
“how”  and  “when”  a  civil  rights  bill  will  be  debated. 
The  House  Judiciary  Committee  is  considering  H.R. 
3147  which  would  •  extend  the  life  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Commission  for  two  years,  •  allow  the  Justice  De¬ 
partment  to  inspect  voting  records,  •  make  it  a  crime 
to  interfere  with  school  desegregation  or  cross  state 
lines  to  avoid  prosecution  for  bombing  churches  or 
schools,  •  allow  the  Attorney  General  to  initiate  law¬ 
suits  to  establish  civil  rights,  •  and  provide  limited 
aid  to  areas  with  school  desegregation  problems. 

July  15,  a  Senate  Judiciary  Subcommittee  approved  a 
“skeleton,”  bill  S.  2391,  which  would  extend  the  Com¬ 
mission  for  one  year  and  give  the  Attorney  General 
access  to  election  records.  The  Chairman  of  the  full 
Committee,  Senator  Eastland  (Miss.),  has  said  he  is 
“for  taking  it  (the  bill)  out  and  burying  it.” 

CREATIVE  CONSERVATION 

A  Senate  Committee  has  reported  a  Youth  Conser- 
the  first  year;  100,000,  the  second;  and  150,000,  the 
steady  increase  in  juvenile  delinquency  and  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  natural  resources.  Sponsored  by  Sen.  Hubert 
H.  Humphrey  (Minn.)  and  19  others,  it  would  estab¬ 
lish  a  Youth  Conservation  Corps  of  50,000  enlistees 
the  first  year;  100,000,  the  second;  and  150,000,  the 
third.  These  men,  aged  16  to  22,  would  work  in  forests 
and  parks  for  six-month  periods.  They  would  be  given 
training,  maintenance  and  a  salary  of  $60  per  month. 
Rangers,  soil  conservationists  and  forestry  specialists 
would  supervise  Corps  members  in  building  recrea¬ 
tional  facilities,  fire  fighting,  and  reclaiming  and  de¬ 
veloping  unused  resources.  Estimated  cost  of  the  three- 
year  program:  $750  million. 

Hearings  have  not  been  held  on  similar  House  bills. 


The  Friends  Committee 
On  Mionoi  legislation 

is  a  working  committee  of  Friends  and  likeminded  persons 
attempting  to  translate  Quaker  beliefs  into  political  education 
and  action. 

FCNL  works  particularly  with  Congress  where  national  policy 
is  enacted  into  law.  It  'combines  continuous  activity  in 
interviewing  legislators,  with  first  hand  reporting  on  Con¬ 
gressional  developments  to  readers  of  its  WASHINGTON 
NEWSLETTER,  and  encourages  letters,  telegrams  and  visits 
to  Congressmen  when  they  will  be  most  effective. 


Washington  Newsletter  Service  — 

•  Twelve  issues  of  NEWSLETTER  a  year; 

•  Upon  request,  FCNL  ACTION  bulletins  in  seven  areas 
of  legislative  work; 

•  Directory  of  Congressmen  and  V'oting  Record  every 
two-year  session; 

•  Upon  request,  copies  of  FCNL  testimony  before  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Congress; 

•  Replies  by  letter  to  requests  for  legislative  information; 

•  FCNL  Annual  Report  and  other  special  enclosures 
during  the  year. 


Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  WASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  at  $3.00  ($4.50  abroad).  Contributions  above 
$3.00  go  to  support  the  legislative  and  research  work  of  FCNL. 

(Contributions  not  deductible  for  income  tax  purposes) 


Name . . . - . - . . . Address 

{Please  Print) 


( 


W 


N 


C 

n 

h 

V 

P 

F 


ii 


e 

a 


( 

C 

F 

t 

I 

c 

r 

c 

I 

I 

( 

I 

I 

r 

c 

i 

c 

1 

I 

t 


